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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 14 October 2008 . 
2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 4.5.7 and 8 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 4.5.7 and 8 is/are rejected. 

7) 0 Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 4, 5, 7, and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Japanese Patent 2001-3 1 1470 (JP '470) in view of Sasaki in view of Terai (5,322,299) in view of 
Huang (6,670,017) in view of Unno (6,876,515) 

JP' 470 discloses a gasket 6 between a top cover 1 and a box body of a hard disk unit. 
The body has a base 7 and bead 8. An exterior side of the body has a constant slope. The other 
side (facing the inside of the unit) has a shifting slope with midpoint 7a. However, it does not 
appear that the ranges required by the claims are disclosed. Sasaki discloses a seal between 
mating surfaces to prevent fluids from leaking. Sasaki teaches a construction that allows a 
compact size and excellent sealing even at low pressure. Sasaki discloses a gasket having a 
hardness between 30-80 degree JIS A and having a main bead 62 projecting from a base. The 
gasket is made of an olefm-series elastomer (see pp 0039). Paragraph 0048 gives various 
dimensions for the height and width, wherein hl+D2 is equivalent to H, W2 is equivalent to W0, 
and Wl is equivalent to Wl (because hi and D2 can be equal dimension, thus making the 
measurement of Wl at half the height). Various selections from these ranges satisfy the claimed 
ranges for the W1/W0 and H/W0 ratios. However, it does not appear that Sasaki specifically 
discloses that L/W0 >= 3 or that the compression ratio is 13.5% or more. It appears that Sasaki 
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would include these ranges because the hardness and height/width dimensions are disclosed, but 
they are not specifically stated. Regardless, it is not considered inventive to discover the 
workable or optimum ranges by routine experimentation absent the showing of criticality for 
such ranges. See In re Aller, 105 USPQ 233, 235 (CCPA 1955). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the 
gasket of JP '470 with the dimensions and materials taught by Sasaki and with the claimed 
ranges to provide an improved sealing arrangement. 

JP '470 does not appear to disclose the top cover has a surface roughness as required 
where the gasket is joined to the cover. Terai teaches a base with a gasket secured thereto. Terai 
teaches roughening the surface 21 where the two mate to increase the adhesion between the 
elements. Terai teaches a surface roughness that falls within the claimed range (see col. 6, lines 
21-42). It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the cover with a surface roughness as taught by Terai to increase the 
adhesion between the cover and gasket. 

Sasaki does not appear to disclose the outgassing property or heat resistance of the 
material. Huang teaches a gasket material for electronic devices. Huang teaches a material 
similar to Sasaki that is an olefin-series and within the claimed hardness range. Huang teaches 
the material has an outgassing component less than 50 wg/g (see col. 3, lines 11-19) and material 
can withstand the claimed temperatures (col. 4, lines 61-65). The range is considered to overlap 
the claimed range see In re Woodruff 16 USPQ2d 1934 (Fed. Cir. 1990). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use this material 
because the substitution of a known, equivalent element for another yields predictable results. 
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It appears the center of tip 8 of JP '470 would contact the center of the contact surface. 
Regardless, Unno teaches that it is known to provide a gasket such that the center of the bead 
contacts the center of the mating contact surface (see Figs. 3 and 4A). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to position 
the gasket in this manner since a known technique yields predictable results. Squeeze out and 
outgassing are avoided already due to the shape taught by Sasaki and the material taught by 
Huang. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims have been considered but are moot in view 
of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

As set forth above, the prior art teaches each of the new features. Each would improve the 
overall assembly. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alison K. Pickard whose telephone number is 571-272-7062. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (9-5). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jennifer Gay can be reached on 571-272-7029. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Alison K. Pickard/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3676 
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